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DEFECT IN SPEED OF EEACTIONS

In any study of performance there are two factors
which need to be considered. On the one hand, there
is the accuracy of the reaction; on the other hand, there
is the speed of the reaction. In evaluating test results,
both factors, accuracy and speed, are frequently com-
bined. In different kinds of work either the one or the
other may be the more important factor of the two.

Though both in school and later in the business world
the emphasis shifts back and forth from one to the other,
now speed, now accuracy being more important, at no
time is either altogether negligible. The problem in
arithmetic, for example, must be solved correctly, but
also rapidly enough to be completed within certain limits
of time. The child who cannot keep up with the average
of the class because of slowness of mental reactions is at
a very great disadvantage. Even though he understands
his work and can perform it correctly if given long enough
time, he becomes an out-and-out school failure if unable
to complete tasks as promptly as is required. In indus-
trial life speed is often a very vital consideration.

Many experimental studies of reaction types have been*
made, and though the explanation of differences in speed
may be obscure, inasmuch as we do not know whether
all or only part of the active neural mechanism is at
fault, the fact that there is great variability in reaction
time is well known. Slowness of reaction leads to prac-
tical consequences even early in life. Holmes l cites an
interesting case of a child who because of his general
slowness was most unfortunately considered a dunce in
school, but who later when properly adjusted vocationally
was a tremendous success. Almost everyone is acquainted
with people who are intelligent enough, but who are slow.

1 Holmes, Arthur.    " The Backward Child."    1915.